Practical implant dentistry--the mandibular removable overdenture prosthesis.
The fully edentulous mandible presents functional, esthetic, and psychological challenges for the patient and the dentist. The mandibular overdenture supported by endosseous implants can provide a superior treatment modality, overcoming many of the difficulties inherent in the conventional denture. Advantages cited are increased denture retention, improved chewing efficiency, maintenance of bone height, replacement of lost anatomy, increased denture stability, reduction of soft tissue coverage and extension of the prosthesis, and easy access for hygiene maintenance. The major disadvantage rests with the patient's intolerance of a removable prosthetic design.